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Illustrated Life of Paul,
by Charles L. Quarles, Nashville: B&H Publishing Group, 2014. 292 pp. $29.99. 
ISBN 9780805494532
Reviewed by Gary Fitsimmons, Director of Library Services, Bryan College, Dayton, TN
A thoroughly researched volume, this book by Dr. Quarles melds works of art, 
photographs and reconstructions of historical locations, histories of the time period, 
and prevailing interpretations of New Testament scripture with the narrative of Acts 
and Paul’s letters to piece together a chronology of the life of the apostle. Where there 
is reason for debate concerning such things as motivations of the people involved or 
the order or timing of events, he supports his rendering with logical arguments based 
on the available evidence. Literally hundreds of endnotes, many supplying further 
details in addition to citing the sources of information on specific points in the 
chronology, lend authority to the work, which also includes separate subject and 
scripture indices to aid researchers. The subject matter of Paul’s letters is treated in 
the context of the likely timing of their authorship. Although the theology of the 
letters and of Paul and his contemporaries is covered specifically as it relates to the 
events of his life, the book is not intended as a theological treatise, yet is written from 
a decidedly Calvinistic viewpoint. Dr. Quarles’ work is a comprehensive overview of 
the life of this great apostle and as such is extremely useful both for anyone seeking to 
put these parts of the New Testament in their proper chronological perspective and 
as a starting place for further research on any topic relating to Paul’s life and ministry.
In Defense of a Liberal Education,
by Fareed Zakaria. New York: W. W. Norton, 2015. 204 pp. $23.95.  
ISBN 9780393247688 
Reviewed by Mark E. Roberts, Associate Professor & Director, Holy Spirit Research Center, 
Oral Roberts University, Tulsa, OK 
Against the charge that college is no longer worth the cost and the examples of 
dropouts who created hi-tech giants, Zakaria urges American higher education to 
hold fast to liberal learning – and not to dilute it to workforce development – while 
updating its scope to include STEM learning. Such liberal education must proceed 
from E. O. Wilson’s evaluation and prepare graduates to fulfill his prediction: “We are 
drowning in information, while starving for wisdom. The world henceforth will be 
run by synthesizers, people able to put together the right information at the right 
time, think critically about it, and make important choices wisely” (epigraph).
Zakaria draws on his global experience, having studied in India and at Yale and 
worked as a journalist, professor, and foreign policy advisor. His brief history 
